What is claimed is: 



/ 1 . A computer implemented server method for dynamically managing a user 

2 software license, the method comprising: 

3 receiving at least one request from a client to access at least one feature of 

4 a software program, each request including identification 

5 information concerning the user and a hardware configuration 

6 identifier concerning a computer associated with the user; 

7 responsive to receiving a request, retrieving stored software license 
5 information concerning the user, the stored software license 
9 information corresponding to the received identification 

10 information and including a stored hardware configuration 

1 1 identifier concerning the computer associated with the user and a 

12 stored hardware configuration identifier modification date; 

15 comparing the received hardware configuration identifier to the stored 
14 hardware configuration identifier, to determine whether the 

75 received hardware configuration identifier is acceptably similar to 

16 the stored hardware configuration identifier; and 

17 returning software license information concerning the user to the cHent. 

/ 2. The server method of claim 1 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the received hardware configuration identifier being 

5 acceptably similar but not identical to the stored hardware 
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configuration identifier, comparing the stored hardware 
configuration identifier modification date with a current date. 

3. The server method of claim 2 fiirther comprising: 

responsive to the current date being sufficiently later than the stored 
hardware configuration identifier modification date: 
updating the stored software license information concerning the 
user by replacing the stored hardware configuration 
identifier with the received hardware configuration 
identifier; 

updating the stored software license information conceming the 
user by replacing the stored hardware configuration 
identifier modification date with the current date; and 

returning software license information concerning the user 

indicating that the user is licensed to run the software, the 
software license information including the received 
hardware configuration identifier and current date. 

4. The server method of claim 2 fiirther comprising: 

responsive to the current date not being sufficiently later than the stored 
hardware configuration identifier modification date: 
determining that the user is not licensed to run the software 
program; and wherein 
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6 returning software license information concerning the user to the cUent 

7 comprises returning software license information indicating that 

8 the user is not licensed to run the software. 

1 5. The server method of claim 1 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the received hardware configuration identifier being 

3 identical to the stored hardware configuration identifier, retuming 

4 software license information concerning the user to the client 

5 indicating that the user is licensed to run the software. 

/ 6. The server method of claim 1 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the received hardware configuration identifier not being 

3 acceptably similar to the stored hardware configuration identifier 

4 and not being identical to the stored hardware configuration 

5 identifier: 

6 determining that the user is not licensed to run the software 

7 program; and wherein 

8 retuming software license information concerning the user to the client 

9 comprises retuming software Hcense information indicating that 
JO the user is not licensed to run the software. 

/ 7. A computer implemented chent method for dynamically managing a user 

2 software license, the method comprising: 

3 sending at least one request to a server to access at least one feature of a 

4 software program; 
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5 receiving software license information concerning the user from the 

6 server, the license information including a hardware configuration 

7 identifier of a computer associated with the user and a hardware 

8 configuration identifier modification date; 

9 creating a current hardware configuration identifier of the computer 
JO associated with the user; and 

11 comparing the current hardware configuration identifier to the received 

12 hardware configuration identifier. 

/ 8. The client method of claim 7 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current hardware configuration identifier being 

3 acceptably similar but not identical to the received hardware 

4 configuration identifier, comparing the received hardware 

5 configuration identifier modification date with a current date. 

/ 9. The client method of claim 8 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current date being sufficiently later than the received 

3 hardware configuration identifier modification date: 

4 updating the received software hcense information concerning the 

5 user by replacing the received hardware configuration 

6 identifier with the current hardware configuration 

7 identifier; 
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updating the received software license information concerning the 
user by replacing the received hardware configuration 
identifier modification date with the current date; 

storing the updated license information; and 

allowing the user to run the software program. 

The client method of claim 8 fiirther comprising: 

responsive to the current date not being sufficiently later than the received 
hardware configuration identifier modification date, terminating 
the software program, such that the user cannot run the software 
program. 

The cUent method of claim 8 fiulher comprising: 

responsive to the current date not being sufficiently later than the received 
hardware configuration identifier modification date, performing at 
least one step firom a group of steps comprising: 
displaying a message to the user indicating that the user is not 

Ucensed to run the software program; 
providing the user with an opportunity to purchase a license to run 

the software program; 
allowing the user to run the software program without a license for 

a limited time only; and 
allowing the user to run the software program without a license a 

limited number of times only. 
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1 1 2. The client method of claim 7 further comprising: 

2 responsive to the current hardware configuration identifier being identical 

3 to the received hardware configuration identifier, allowing the user 

4 to run the software program. 

1 13. The client method of claim 7 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current hardware configuration identifier not being 

3 acceptably similar to the received hardware configuration identifier 

4 and not being identical to the received hardware configuration 

5 identifier, terminating the software program, such that the user 

6 cannot run the software program. 

1 14. The client method of claim 7 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current hardware configuration identifier not being 

3 acceptably similar to the received hardware configuration identifier 

4 and not being identical to the received hardware configuration 

5 identifier, performing at least one step from a group of steps 

6 comprising: 

7 displaying a message to the user indicating that the user is not 

8 Hcensed to run the software program; 

9 providing the user with an opportunity to purchase a license to run 
w the software program; 

1 1 allowing the user to run the software program without a license for 

12 a limited time only; and 
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allowing the user to run the software program without a license a 
limited number of times only. 



1 1 5. A computer implemented cUent method for dynamically managing a user 

2 software license, the method comprising: 

3 Starting a software program; 

4 creating a current hardware configuration identifier of the computer 

5 associated with the user; 

6 retrieving stored software license infomiation conceming user, the hcense 

7 information including a hardware configuration identifier of a 

8 computer associated with the user and a hardware configuration 

9 identifier modification date; and 

10 comparing the current hardware configuration identifier to the stored 

/ } hardware configuration identifier. 

/ 1 6. The cUent method of claim 1 5 fiuther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current hardware configuration identifier being 

3 acceptably similar but not identical to the stored hardware 

4 configuration identifier, comparing the stored hardware 

5 configuration identifier modification date with a current date. 

1 17. The client method of claim 16 fiuther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current date being sufficiently later than the stored 

3 hardware configuration identifier modification date: 
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updating the stored software license information concerning the 
user by replacing the stored hardware configuration 
identifier with the current hardware configuration 
identifier; 

updating the stored software Ucense information concerning the 
user by replacing the stored hardware configuration 
identifier modification date with the current date; and 

allowing the user to run the software program. 

1 8. The client method of claim 1 6 fiirther comprising: 

responsive to the current date not being sufficiently later than the stored 
hardware configuration identifier modification date, terminating 
the software program, such that the user cannot run the software 
program. 

19. The cUent method of claim 16 fiuther comprising: 

responsive to the current date not being sufficiently later than the stored 
hardware configuration identifier modification date, performing at 
least one step fi'om a group of steps comprising: 
displaying a message to the user indicating that the user is not 

Ucensed to run the software program; 
providing the user with an opportunity to purchase a Ucense to run 

the software program; 



35 



9 allowing the user to run the software program without a license for 

10 a limited time only; and 

/ / allowing the user to run the software program without a Ucense a 

12 limited number of times only. 

/ 20. The chent method of claim 15 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current hardware configuration identifier being identical 

3 to the stored hardware configuration identifier, allowing the user to 

4 run the software program. 

1 21 . The client method of claim 15 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current hardware configuration identifier not being 

3 acceptably similar to the stored hardware configuration identifier 

4 and not being identical to the stored hardware configuration 

5 identifier, terminating the software program, such that the user 

6 cannot run the software program. 

1 22. The client method of claim 15 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current hardware configuration identifier not being 

3 acceptably similar to the stored hardware configuration identifier 

4 and not being identical to the stored hardware configuration 

5 identifier, performing at least one step fi-om a group of steps 

6 comprising: 

7 displaying a message to the user indicating that the user is not 

8 licensed to run the software program; 
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providing the user with an opportunity to purchase a license to run 

the software program; 
allowing the user to run the software program without a license for 
a limited time only; and 
allowing the user to run the software program without a hcense a limited 
number of times only. 

23. The server method of claim 2 wherein the received hardware configuration 
identifier being acceptably similar to the stored hardware configuration identifier further 
comprises: 

the received hardware configuration identifier representing at least sixty 
percent of a hardware profile represented by the stored hardware 
configuration identifier. 

24. The server method of claim 6 wherem the received hardware configuration 
identifier being acceptably similar to the stored hardware configuration identifier fiirther 
comprises: 

the received hardware configuration identifier representing at least sixty 
percent of a hardware profile represented by the stored hardware 
configuration identifier. 

25. The cHent method of claim 8 wherein the current hardware configuration 
identifier being acceptably similar to the received hardware configuration identifier 
fiirther comprises: 
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the current hardware configuration identifier representing at least sixty 

percent of a hardware profile represented by the received hardware 
configuration identifier. 



1 26. The client method of claim 13 wherein the current hardware configuration 

2 identifier being acceptably similar to the received hardware configuration identifier 

3 further comprises: 

4 the current hardware configuration identifier representing at least sixty 

5 percent of a hardware profile represented by the received hardware 

6 configuration identifier. 

J 27. The client method of claim 16 wherein the current hardware configuration 

2 identifier being acceptably similar to the stored hardware configuration identifier further 

3 comprises: 

4 the current hardware configuration identifier representing at least sixty 

5 percent of a hardware profile represented by the stored hardware 

6 configuration identifier. 

7 28. The chent method of claim 21 wherein the current hardware configuration 

2 identifier being acceptably similar to the stored hardware configuration identifier further 

3 comprises: 

4 the current hardware configuration identifier representing at least sixty 

5 percent of a hardware profile represented by the stored hardware 

6 configuration identifier. 
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7 19. A computer system for dynamically managing a user software license, the 

2 computer system comprising: 

3 a software portion for receiving at least one request from a client to access 

4 at least one feature of a software program, each request including 

5 identification information concerning the user and a hardware 

6 configuration identifier concerning a computer associated with the 

7 user; 

8 a software portion for, responsive to receiving a request, retrieving stored 

9 software license information conceming the user, the stored 
w software license information corresponding to the received 
1 1 identification information and including a stored hardware 

7 2 configuration identifier conceming the computer associated with 

73 the user and a stored hardware configuration identifier 
14 modification date; 

75 a software portion for comparing the received hardware configuration 

16 identifier to the stored hardware configuration identifier, to 

77 determine whether the received hardware configuration identifier 

7^ is acceptably similar to the stored hardware configuration 

19 identifier; and 

20 a software portion for returning software license information conceming 

21 the user to the cUent. 

7 30. The computer system of claim 29 fiirther comprising: 
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a software portion for, responsive to the received hardware configuration 
identifier being acceptably similar but not identical to the stored 
hardware configuration identifier, comparing the stored hardware 
configuration identifier modification date with a current date. 

31 . The computer system of claim 30 fiirther comprising: 

a software portion for, responsive to the current date being sufficiently 

later than the stored hardware configuration identifier modification 
date: 

updating the stored software license information concerning the 
user by replacing the stored hardware configuration 
identifier with the received hardware configuration 
identifier; 

updating the stored software hcense information concerning the 
user by replacing the stored hardware configuration 
identifier modification date with the current date; and 

returning software hcense information concerning the user 

indicating that the user is hcensed to run the software, the 
software license information including the received 
hardware configuration identifier and current date. 

32. The computer system of claim 30 fiirther comprising: 
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a software portion for, responsive to the current date not being sufficiently 
later than the stored hardware configuration identifier modification 
date: 

determining that the user is not licensed to run the software 
program; and 

returning software license information indicating that the user is 
not licensed to run the software to the client. 

33. The computer system of claim 29 fiirther comprising: 

a software portion for, responsive to the received hardware configuration 
identifier being identical to the stored hardware configuration 
identifier, returning software license information concerning the 
user to the client indicating that the user is licensed to run the 
software. 

34. The computer system of claim 29 fiirther comprising: 

a software portion for, responsive to the received hardware configuration 
identifier not being acceptably similar to the stored hardware 
configuration identifier and not being identical to the stored 
hardware configuration identifier: 
determining that the user is not licensed to run the software 
program; and 

returning software license information indicating that the user is not 
licensed to run the software to the client. 
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35. A computer program product for dynamically managing a user software 
license, the computer program product comprising: 

program code for sending at least one request to a server to access at least 
one feature of a software program; 

program code for receiving software license information concerning the 
user from the server, the license information including a hardware 
configuration identifier of a computer associated with the user and 
a hardware configuration identifier modification date; 

program code for creating a current hardware configuration identifier of 
the computer associated with the user; 

program code for comparing the current hardware configuration identifier 
to the received hardware configuration identifier; and 

a computer readable medium on which the program codes are stored. 

36. The computer program product of claim 35 fiirther comprising: 

program code for, responsive to the current hardware configuration 

identifier being acceptably similar but not identical to the received 
hardware configuration identifier, comparing the received 
hardware configuration identifier modification date with a current 
date. 

37. The computer program product of claim 36 fiirther comprising: 
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2 program code for, responsive to the current date being sufficiently later 

5 than the received hardware configuration identifier modification 

4 date: 

5 updating the received software license information concerning the 

6 user by replacing the received hardware configuration 

7 identifier with the current hardware configuration 
% identifier; 

9 updating the received software license information concerning the 

IQ user by replacing the received hardware configuration 

; 7 identifier modification date with the current date; 

12 storing the updated license information; and 

75 allowing the user to run the software program. 

7 38. The computer program product of claim 36 further comprising: 

2 program code for, responsive to the current date not being sufficiently 

3 later than the received hardware configuration identifier 

4 modification date, terminating the software program, such that the 

5 user cannot run the software program. 

1 39. The computer program product of claim 36 further comprising: 

2 program code for, responsive to the current date not being sufficiently 
5 later than the received hardware configuration identifier 

4 modification date, performing at least one step firom a group of 

5 Steps comprising: 
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6 displaying a message to the user indicating that the user is not 

7 hcensed to run the software program; 

8 providing the user with an opportunity to purchase a license to run 

9 the software program; 

]Q allowing the user to run the software program without a license for 

I ] a limited time only; and 

72 allowing the user to run the software program without a license a 

/ 3 limited number of times only. 

/ 40. The computer program product of claim 35 fiirther comprising: 

2 program code for, responsive to the current hardware configuration 

3 identifier being identical to the received hardware configuration 

4 identifier, allowing the user to run the software program. 

J 41 . The computer program product of claim 35 fiirther comprising: 

2 program code for, responsive to the current hardware configuration 

3 identifier not being acceptably similar to the received hardware 

4 configuration identifier and not being identical to the received 

5 hardware configuration identifier, terminating the software 

6 program, such that the user cannot run the software program. 

1 42. The computer program product of claim 35 fiirther comprising: 

2 program code for, responsive to the current hardware configuration 

3 identifier not being acceptably similar to the received hardware 

4 configuration identifier and not being identical to the received 

44 



5 hardware configuration identifier, performing at least one step 

6 from a group of steps comprising: 

7 displaying a message to the user indicating that the user is not 

8 licensed to run the software program; 

9 providing the user with an opportunity to purchase a license to run 

10 the software program; 

// allowing the user to run the software program without a license for 

12 a limited time only; and 

13 allowing the user to run the software program without a license a 

14 Hmited number of times only. 

/ 43. A computer program product for dynamically managing a user software 

2 license, the computer program product comprising: 

3 program code for starting a software program; 

4 program code for creating a current hardware configuration identifier of 

5 the computer associated with the user; 

6 program code for retrieving stored software license information 

7 concerning user, the license information including a hardware 

8 configuration identifier of a computer associated with the user and 

9 2i hardware configuration identifier modification date; 

10 program code for comparing the current hardware configuration identifier 

11 to the stored hardware configuration identifier; and 

12 a computer readable medium on which the program codes are stored. 
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44. The computer program product of claim 43 further comprising: 

program code for, responsive to the current hardware configuration 

identifier being acceptably similar but not identical to the stored 
hardware configuration identifier, comparing the stored hardware 
configuration identifier modification date with a current date. 

45. The computer program product of claim 44 further comprising: 

program code for, responsive to the current date being sufficiently later 

than the stored hardware configuration identifier modification date: 
updating the stored software license information concerning the 
user by replacing the stored hardware configuration 
identifier with the current hardware configuration 
identifier; 

updating the stored software license information conceming the 
user by replacing the stored hardware configuration 
identifier modification date with tiie current date; and 

allowing the user to run the software program. 

46. The computer program product of claim 44 further comprising: 

program code for, responsive to the current date not being sufficiently 

later than the stored hardware configuration identifier modification 
date, terminating the software program, such that the user cannot 
run the software program. 
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47. The computer program product of claim 44 further comprising: 

program code for, responsive to the current date not being sufficiently 

later than the stored hardware configuration identifier modification 
date, performing at least one step from a group of steps 
comprising: 

displaying a message to the user indicating that the user is not 

licensed to run the software program; 
providing the user with an opportunity to purchase a hcense to run 

the software program; 
allowing the user to run the software program without a license for 

a limited time only; and 
allowing the user to run the software program without a license a 

limited number of times only. 

48. The computer program product of claim 43 further comprising: 

program code for, responsive to the current hardware configuration 
identifier being identical to the stored hardware configuration 
identifier, allowing the user to run the software program. 

49. The computer program product of claim 43 further comprising: 

program code for, responsive to the current hardware configuration 
identifier not being acceptably similar to the stored hardware 
configuration identifier and not being identical to the stored 
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5 hardware configuration identifier, terminating the software 

6 program, such that the user cannot run the software program. 

y 50. The computer program product of claim 43 fiirther comprising: 

2 program code for, responsive to the current hardware configuration 

3 identifier not being acceptably similar to the stored hardware 

4 configuration identifier and not being identical to the stored 

5 hardware configuration identifier, performing at least one step 

6 firom a group of steps comprising: 

7 displaying a message to the user indicating that the user is not 

8 licensed to run the software program; 

9 providing the user with an opportunity to purchase a license to run 
10 the software program; 

// allowing the user to run the software program without a license for 

12 2i limited time only; and 

13 allowing the user to run the software program without a license a 

14 limited number of times only. 

/ 51. The server method of claim 2 fiirther comprising: 

2 responsive to the current date not being sufficiently later than the stored 

3 hardware configuration identifier modification date, retuming 

4 software license information conceming the user to the cUent 

5 indicating that the user is licensed to run the software. 

I 52. The client method of claim 16 fiirther comprising: 
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2 responsive to the current date not being sufficiently later than the stored 

3 hardware configuration identifier modification date, allowing the 

4 user to run the software program. 

/ 53. The computer system of claim 30 further comprising: 

2 a software portion for, responsive to the current date not being 

3 sufficiently later than the stored hardware configuration 

4 identifier modification date, returning software license 

5 information concerning the user to the client indicating that 

6 the user is Ucensed to run the software. 

1 54. The computer program product of claim 44 further comprising: 

2 program code for, responsive to the current date not being sufficiently 

3 later than the stored hardware configuration identifier modification 

4 date, allowing the user to run the software program. 
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